
 

 

 

CDTA tap and jazz exams give the students a chance to set goals, maintain the dance industry standards 
and build confidence.  We do these exams every year and find them extremely beneficial to these 
dancers whom want the extra challenge, or for those whom compete to solidify their technique and 
foundations. 

 

A little bit about CDTA EXAMS  

The CDTA is a nationally recognized body whose aims are to establish and maintain throughout Canada, 
a formal, non-profit organization of qualified dance teachers in all disciplines of dance!  

The Canadian Dance Teacher's Association was founded in 1949 and has branches in the Atlantic 
Provinces, Quebec, Ontario, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia.  

One of the first ventures financed by the newly formed CDTA was to sponsor the cross Canada auditions 
for promising ballet students who formed the nucleus of the now internationally renowned National 
Ballet of Canada and the National Ballet School.  

The CDTA syllabus was developed to ensure that students are taught by a qualified instructor in 
accordance with nationally recognized standards and a proven program of instruction.   

The syllabus provides teachers with both a guide of instruction and a measurement of student progress.  

Parents are aware that an accredited teacher can make the difference with their child's good health and 
well being.  

The standards have multiple levels- pass, pass plus, commended, highly commended, honours and 
honors with distinction (rarely achieved).  CDTA standards are different from RAD as the starting point 
to pass is 10 marks higher.  

 

  

The CDTA certification process ensures:  



Member teachers are thoroughly qualified prior to entering the organization.  Students dance 
instruction is conducted by an independently accredited professional.  

In addition, the CDTA offers you:  

Jazz: Jazz thrives in our society today. The CDTA syllabus is an intensive program of technique for 
teachers to work with for the overall development of their students. The examinations are well rounded 
and extremely beneficial for teachers and students alike.  

Tap: The CDTA counting technique is beneficial to the overall development of the teacher and student. 
The use of rhythms, choice of music and the knowledge of the history of tap is taught and examined in 
the CDTA syllabus. NOTE: Students completing all grades, (ONE-ADV) in the same discipline are eligible 
to receive the CDTA National Student Achievement Award. Marks awarded for primary-advanced are 
unsuccessful, pass, pass plus, commended, highly commended and honours.  Preliminary receives a 
successful or retry standings.  

  

 Exam Apparel   

Girls --TAP EXAMS – Solid color leotard.  All students in the set must be in the same solid color bodysuit- 
we generally use black . No stirrup tights or pantyhose. Tap shoes with jingle taps or lip taps over the 
toes are not allowed.  Tap shoe must match the colour of tights- so beige tights means beige shoes, 
black tights mean black shoes.  

JAZZ EXAMS – Solid color leotard. All students in the set must be in the same solid color bodysuit- we 
generally use black. No stirrup tights or pantyhose. Black or beige jazz oxfords are to be worn for all 
grades.  

 

**No jewelry or nail polish. Hair neat in bun or braided up. Bangs off forehead. No stage make-up to be 
worn. No visible underwear. No dance shorts.  ** 

 

Boys --TAP EXAMS – Straight legged pants (must not cover shoes) or shorts with white or black Tshirt or 
shirt. Black socks and Tap shoes (no jingle taps or lip taps).  

JAZZ EXAMS – Black or white T-shirt and black cotton leggings, stretch pants, or dance shorts. Black jazz 
oxfords preferred for all grades. Dance belt to be worn when needed.  

 

** No jewelry, - rings, earrings, or watches. Hair must be neat. ** 

 

AT THE STUDIO---The exams will be set for mid June- before high school finals.  There will be the need 
for at home practice- at least a half hour a week.  There will also be extra classes at the studio, starting 
April, plus a mock exam.   Once recital is done there will be more classes added to week nights, your 



availability will factor in to the scheduling.   The prices below include the exam, mock exam and all 
classes- there are no other  fees.  You may need to buy black tight- if your child’s shoes are black, 
otherwise the competition tan tights are needed.  If you do not have tights or suit- speak with mIss Jo 
and she can help you out.  

 

We are offering the exams listed below in our June set.  If you received this email it means we feel your 
child is capable of doing this exam- the level suggested was indicated in body of email.   Reminder that 
CDTA tap and jazz exams must be done in order- so if your child is new to exams, took a break from 
exams , etc  they may be placed differently than their peers.  

 

 

 

EXAM COSTS- inclusive of taxes  

Advanced Tap and Jazz  $442 (147.33 per payment) 

Intermediate Tap or Jazz  $430 (143.33 per payment)  

Elementary Jazz or Tap $419 (139.67 per payment) 

Grade 4 Jazz or Tap  $ 408  (136 per payment) 

Grade 3 Tap or Jazz $341 (113.67 per payment) 

Grade 2 Jazz or Tap  $302  (100.67 per payment) 

Grade 1 Jazz or Tap $275  (91.67 per payment) 

Primary Tap or Jazz  $270  ( 90 per payment) 

Prelim Tap or Jazz $265  (88.33 per payment) 

 

**If you are receiving this email it's because we feel your child is ready to perform the exam level listed 
successfully.  Any questions please let us know. ***  

Please have on line form filled out and back to us March 20th- by email or hard copy.  We will not 
except an email with stated intent or texts, online form only.   

 

Payment- please provide 3 payments- OR you can pay full amount but-at least a third is due 
by April 1st!  Late fees will apply to this, at 5% starting on first portion on April 2nd. 

Thank you   

Miss Jo, Miss Sarah, Miss Kate and Miss Megan  



 

 


